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Gloria Wekker analyzes the phenomenon of mati work, an old practice among Afro-Surinamese

working-class women in which marriage is rejected in favor of male and female sexual partners.

Wekker vividly describes the lives of these women, who prefer to create alternative families of kin,

lovers, and children, and gives a fascinating account of women's sexuality that is not limited to

either heterosexuality or same-sex sexuality. She offers new perspectives on the lives of Caribbean

women, transnational gay and lesbian movements, and an Afro-Surinamese tradition that

challenges conventional Western notions of marriage, gender, identity, and desire. Bringing these

women's voices to the forefront, she offers an extensive and groundbreaking analysis of the unique

historical, religious, psychological, economic, linguistic, cultural, and political forces that have

shaped their lives.

Series: Between Men-Between Women: Lesbian and Gay Studies

Paperback: 336 pages

Publisher: Columbia University Press (April 25, 2006)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0231131631

ISBN-13: 978-0231131636

Product Dimensions:  6.1 x 0.7 x 9 inches

Shipping Weight: 15.2 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:  4.5 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (2 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #295,483 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #29 inÂ Books > Gay & Lesbian >

Literature & Fiction > Literary Criticism   #71 inÂ Books > Politics & Social Sciences > Politics &

Government > Specific Topics > Women in Politics   #75 inÂ Books > Textbooks > Social Sciences

> Gay & Lesbian Studies

This book is an excellent blend of anthropology, ethnic studies, women's studies, gay studies, and

postcolonial studies. Progressives bemoan studies that fail to consider race, class, gender, and

sexuality together; well, this is an important intervention in that dearth of material. For those who do

not understand the difference between essentialism and constructionism, this will make you

understand.Professor Griff, Winnie Mandela, Robert Mugabe and so many others make false claims

that Africa had no homosexuality until Europeans intervened. Dr. Wekker disproves that by showing



how Surinamese mati are influenced greatly by West African religion and principles. You could

almost say this is an Afrocentric support of Blacks in same-sex romantic relationships. This is a

book that Black gay male and lesbian activists all over the Diaspora need to own and read. Some

may want to read this book along side "African Homosexualities."When quoting informants, Dr.

Wekker uses their actual Surinamese language and then translates it into English. For polyglots and

those familiar with the Dutch-speaking world, this may be informative. However, there is a way that

it just takes up space. This book would have been 50 pages shorter without it. Perhaps, Dr. Wekker

wants readers to inhabit multilingual terrains, as Gloria Anzaldua did. Still, I think readers like me

who don't understand any form or Dutch will skip through a lot. I did love some of the colorful idioms

and phrases here. One Surinamese woman says, "Only god knows why he didn't give the horse

horns." I'm still trying to find a way to use that phrase in 21st-century America! (By the way, the

author writes in American English, rather than British English.)Dr. Wekker tries to "keep it real.

The Politics of Passion: Women's Sexual Culture in the Afro-Surinamese Diaspora (Between

Men-Between Women: Lesbian and Gay Studies) Lesbian: 8 Steamy Erotica Lesbian Stories

(Lesbian Erotica, Lesbian Menage, First Time Lesbian) LESBIAN: A Sex Story (Lesbian Romance,

Lesbian Fiction, Lesbian Erotica) LESBIAN EROTICA: Ride Me (Lesbian Fiction, Lesbian Romance,

First Time Lesbian) LESBIAN EROTICA: Naughty Maid (Lesbian Fiction, Lesbian Romance, First

Time Lesbian) LESBIAN: ROMANCE: PRIVATE DELIGHTS (First Time Lesbian,Hot Lesbian

Romance, Lesbian Fiction) Lesbian: Cop Licked (First time Lesbian, Lesbian romance, Lesbian

love) Legal Guide for Lesbian & Gay Couples, A (Legal Guide for Lesbian and Gay Couples) Ashe,

Traditional Religion and Healing in Sub-Saharan Africa and the Diaspora:: A Classified International

Bibliography (Bibliographies and Indexes in Afro-American and African Studies) Women Warriors of

the Afro-Latina Diaspora GAY: 13 STORIES OF MAN ON MAN (GAY MM ROMANCE, GAY BDSM,

FIRST TIME, MM/MMM MULTIPLE PARTNER, FORBIDDEN TALES, STEAMY TABOO STORIES,

ALPHA MALES TOO BIG TO FIT IN, GAY MENAGE THREESOME STORIES) Be Not Deceived:

The Sacred and Sexual Struggles of Gay and Ex-Gay Christian Men The Joy of Gay Sex: An

Intimate Guide for Gay Men to the Pleasures of a Gay Lifestyle Lesbian Erotica: Wild Girls: 14

Steamy Lesbian Sex Stories (Lesbian Books) LESBIAN EROTICA: RELUCTANT - MY FIRST TIME

LESBIAN (ILLUSTRATED MFF BISEXUAL ORAL SEX MENAGE INNOCENT THREESOME)

Licking Like a Lesbian 5 by A New Free Life Books - ILLUSTRATED W/ 25+ SEXY PHOTOS!

Lesbian Erotica: Fresh Cherries: 11 Steamy First Time Lesbian Sex Stories (Lesbian Books)

Political Institutions and Lesbian and Gay Rights in the United States and Canada (Routledge

http://orleanswer.com/en-us/read-book/5xp3Q/the-politics-of-passion-women-s-sexual-culture-in-the-afro-surinamese-diaspora-between-men-between-women-lesbian-and-gay-studies.pdf?r=Sz5uFigbG6IVZj8p352JKQhlVCXhZclGk452kKqdknMcAdaRkuPzTREQZ7%2BhS%2BjB


Studies in North American Politics) Banana Fallout: Class, Color, and Culture Among West Indians

in Costa Rica (Afro-American Culture & Society) SEX:STORIES: DIRTY EROTICA SHORTS FOR

ADULTS: Group, First Time, Bisexual, Gay MM, Lesbian FF, Taboo Daddy, Fertile Brat Bundle

Books Box Set (The Filthy Sexual Series Collection Book 1) Making Gay History: The Half Century

Fight for Lesbian and Gay Equal Rights 

http://orleanswer.com/en-us/dmca

